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Offshore Wind Energy —  
Will it Come to Connecticut?

By Donald B. Frost

Offshore Wind Energy – Will it Come to Connecticut?  continued on page 2

Last month I attended a briefing in Washington by the Chief, Office of 
Renewable Programs, Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM), 
focusing on Wind as an energy resource. You can probably locate the 
Power Point Slides at www.boem.gov.

The audience was shipping people representing US ports which 
may eventually host offshore wind farms. There were concerns 
about the safety of the ships entering and leaving their ports. Most 
of the conversation was about the location of wind farms relative 
to frequently used shipping lanes, and suggested safety margins 
between the towers and the shipping lanes as below. 

Recognition of these essential lanes by consulting marine charts 
and studying AIS tracks included in the USCG Atlantic Coast Port 
Access Route Study.

• A minimum setback of 5 miles be established from all entry 
and exit points of the Traffic Separation Scheme lanes.

•  To the maximum extent possible, at least a 2-mile setback from 
all other traffic lanes.

•  Lighting of the construction area, and later the towers, not to 
interfere with mariners’ night vision.

•  Construction perimeter AIS transponders to allow detection in 
poor weather.

•  The PP slides also dealt with keys to successful wind farms:

•  Steady and/or dependable wind.  

•  A buildable environment. What is the depth of water and is the 
bottom suitable for construction? 

•  Market Demand. The nearer the consumers are to the wind 
farm the lower the transmission costs and more competitive 
wind driven electricity can be with closer sources. Besides 
the construction costs there are power losses in transmission 
lines over long distances. Building power lines ashore require 
expensive third party permits and are often resisted by 
environmentalists and home owners.

Tanker SILVER HANNAH 600 ft LOA bound for Shell, NH with a 
load of gasoline loaded in St John’s, NB. Photo by Connecticut 

Master Pilot Charles P. Jonas

Twenty years ago, the idea of “distributed generation of electricity” 
was a hot topic among those who were planning where to site new 
generating plants. Should the US continue to build very large centrally 
located coal, oil fired, and/or nuclear-powered plants connected to 
consumers via the “grid”, or increase the number of smaller gas 
turbine driven “peaking plants” located close to the consumers. This 
was the beginning of the move to unpackaged electric utility bills 
into two parts - the generation of the power and the transmission 

of it to the consumers. Rate payers are living with that brilliant idea 
today. Remember “ENRON” and their manipulation of power rates in 
California? 

Connecticut does not have direct access to ocean wind. The 
turbines will be in Federal waters twenty or more miles from shore.  
Long cables must be laid to connect the offshore generators to the 
nearest shore and new shore lines strung to connect to the grid to 
reach the population centers of New London, the New Haven-Hartford 
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Federal and State Pilot Service  
for Long Island Sound and Ports

Interport@Verizon.net

Connecticut State Pilots
Interport Pilots Agency Inc.

Offshore Wind Energy – Will it Come to Connecticut?   continued from page 1

Waterfront/Marine Services
Engineering/Construction Oversight/Condition Surveys        

Environmental/Dredging/Shore Protection/Coastal
Marine/Waterfront Structures | Offshore Renewable Energy | Environmental Management & Permitting  Dredge

Program Design & Permitting  | Marine Terminal Regulatory Services

GZA GeoEnvironmental, Inc.
Engineers/Scientists   25 Offices Nationwide

www.gza.com

For More Information:
Connecticut Massachusetts/Rhode Island     Metro New York

Dan T. Kinard, P.E.       Russell J. Morgan, P.E.           Douglas S. Roy, P.E.
860.858.3114                    401.427.2708                          212.594.8140

P.O. Box 791 New London, CT 06320  
(860) 442-5349  www.thamesshipyard.com

Two Drydocks Available  – Newly Expanded Number 2 Drydock

Tug Service
High-Speed Ferry
Haul-Out & Repair
Certified Steel and Aluminum 
Welding and Fabrication
Diesel Engine Repairs
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corridor or further west of New Haven.  
A February 2018 study by McKinsey & Company titled “Sticker 

shock: Why utilities now must rethink customer affordability” 
introduced questions of whether wind energy will be able to compete 
with cheaper gas turbines using natural gas for fuel. Their study 
is aimed at all of the costs (permitting, construction, ongoing 
maintenance including new high-priced boats needed to service 
the towers, generation and transmission). Many of these costs will 
involve third and fourth party providers who will also demand a profit 
that rate payers must shoulder. Promoters of the Block Island Wind 
Farm emphasized their generating costs versus those of the diesel 
generators on the island that used fuel brought to the island in 
barrels by ferry. 

After the state of Rhode Island approved the project the real 
costs became much higher. In fact, so much higher that the ISO New 
England Power Grid operator passed on some of those costs to rate 
payers in Massachusetts and Connecticut. Presumably, the market 
for the wind driven power electricity is not as robust as estimated. 
Residents of Block Island tell me that two or three of the turbines are 

often idle. Is the problem “demand” or, as McKinsey suggests, the 
availability of cheaper sources?

Which brings me to the Parable of the Boiling Frog and the 
questions: What do boiling frogs and transitions in energy have in 
common? If you are a frog, you jump from a pot of boiling water. 
But if you are placed in a pot that is gradually heated to boiling, you 
perish. This parable is used to explain why humans react quickly to 
sudden events but fail to react to slowly changing conditions until it 
is too late.

Hire Our Returning Veterans: Resources 
Office for Veterans’ Workforce Development (OVWD)
Mr. Terry Brennan, Director (860) 263-6514
The Office of Military Affairs Mr. Robert Ross, Ex. Director (860) 270-
8074, bob.ross@ct.gov http://www.ct.gov/oma/site/default.asp
Hire Our Returning Veterans: Federal Resources VOW to Hire Heroes 
Act of 2011. Legislation offers tax credit up to $5,600 for companies 
hiring veterans who have been unemployed 6 months or longer. Hiring 
a veteran with a service-connected disability: up to $9,600. 

http://uccdive.com/
http://www.cmaconnect.com/
http://www.thames-shipyard.com/


    SERVING ALL DEEPWATER PORTS IN THE NORTHEAST                 

                     just add water ! 

                              www.newenglandshipping.com 
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Port Security Services can provide maritime 
focused  security services for your vessel or 
corporate security needs throughout the US. 
Whether security vessels, officers, planning  
or training we stand ready to meet your needs.  
We offer FREE shore leave services in many ports. 

Corporate Headquarters: 
100 Waterfront Street 
New Haven, CT 06512 

Mail: P.O. Box 9166
New Haven, CT 06532

Toll Free: (800) 762-9147
Local: (203) 468-5489
Fax: (203) 468-2670
Email: contact@portsecurity.us
http://portsecurityusa.com

CMC Membership Includes  
Diverse State Maritime Interests
Organized in 2000, the Connecticut Maritime Coalition is a non-profit 
trade association advocating for Connecticut’s Maritime Industry. 

Our members include:

Briarpatch Enterprises, Inc.  
Joseph Gilbert, 203-876-8923, hiddenemp@aol.com

Bridgeport Landing Development LLC.
Stephen Tyliszczak, 203-382-9571, stevet@bldsteelpointe.com

The Bridgeport & Port Jefferson Steamboat Company 
Frederick Hall, 631-473-0286, FHall@McAllisterTowing.com 

Blakeslee Arpaia Chapman, Inc. 
Mike Oswiecimski, 203-627-7118, MikeSki@BAC-INC.com 

Cross Sound Ferry Services, Inc.  
Adam Wronowski, 860-625-4824, adam@longislandferry.com  

Connecticut Maritime Association, Inc. 
Donald Frost, 203-406-0106, dbfrost@optonline.net

Connecticut State Pilots  
Capt. Charles Jonas, 516-319-5069, cpjonas@optonline.net 

DRVN Enterprises Inc.
Steve Farrelly, 860-989-8081, drvn39@yahoo.com 

Empire Fisheries, LLC
Joseph Gilbert, 203-876-8923, hiddenemp@aol.com

Gateway Terminal  
Tom Dubno, 203-467-1997, tdubno@gatewayt.com  

GZA GeoEnvironmental, Inc. 
Dan Kinard, 860-286-8900, dan.kinard@gza.com

Logistec (USA) Inc.
Frank Vannelli, 860-444-9468, fvannell@logistec.com

MOHAWK Northeast Inc.
Mike Heinke, 860-445-7401, MHeinke@mohawknortheast.com 

New England Shipping Company, Inc.  
David Pohorylo, 203-467-2423, dpohorylo@newenglandshipping.com 

New Haven Port Authority  
Judi Sheiffele, Ex.Dir., 203-946-6778, JSheiffe@newhavenct.net 

New Haven Terminal  
Michael Vasaturo, 203-468-0805, vpusec@aol.com  

Port Security Services  
Ralph Gogliettino, 800-762-9147, Ralph@portsecurity.us 

Santa Energy Corporation 
Thomas Santa, 203-362-3332, SantaT@santaenergy.com

Sea Support, Inc.  
Ralph Gogliettino, 203-467-1590, Ralph@seasupport.biz

Thames Towboat Co.
Richard MacMurray, 860-443-7394, rich@longislandferry.com

Thames Shipyard & Repair Co.
Stan Mickus, 860-460-8437, stanmickus@longislandferry.com 

Underwater Construction Corporation  
James Keeling, 757-714-9619, jkeeling@uccdive.com
 

http://www.newenglandshipping.com
http://portsecurityusa.com/
https://www.goblockisland.com/
mailto:pmcdermott@uccdive.com


The CMC, a non-profit trade association, primarily composed of small and 
mid-sized businesses, facilitates the competitiveness of Connecticut’s 
maritime industries. To join the CMC or to advertise in Deep Water Port 
notes, contact: William Gash, Executive Director, P.O. Box 188, Stonington, 
CT 06378, 860-941-0044, Fax 888-436-5413, ctmaritime@msn.com   

visit www.ctmaritime.com
DWPN is published quarterly by the Connecticut Maritime Coalition, Inc.  Design by Casey Gash

Connecticut Maritime Coalition

Line Handling • Launch Service/Stores Delivery
Spill Boom Containment Services

Marine Oil Spill Clean Up Services • Stevedoring Services
Ship/Marine Chandlery Supply Services 

203-467-1590 
Mr. Ralph Gogliettino   Ralph@seasupport.biz

_______________________________________________________________ 

MARINE BUNKERING
Vessel fueling throughout New England

All fuel grades:  ULSD, MDO, MGO, IFO, Bunker “C”
U.S.C.G Certified

800-739-1852
SantaBuckley.com

Connecticut  
Maritime Coalition

P.O. Box 188, Stonington, CT 06378  
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Advocating for Connecticut’s Maritime Industry

In this issue:   Offshore Wind Energy —  
Will it Come to Connecticut? 

Avoid The Highway Hassles!

(860)443-5281  www.longislandferry.com
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Year-round service between Orient Point, Long Island and 
New London, CT. Vehicle, passenger and high-speed service.   
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Chemical & Petroleum Storage Services 
Specializing in Marine Cargo Handling

http://www.santabuckley.com
https://www.longislandferry.com/
http://www.ctportauthority.com
http://www.nhterminal.com/

