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Maritime Matters in Washington
By Mr. Paul Bea
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In case it has escaped someone’s attention, this is a national election 
year. Change is coming. Whether it is modest change with a tweaking 
of congressional delegations or a major shift with a party thrown out of 
power change is coming. Change is built into our democratic system. 

These recent years have been a time of change in Washington. 
The Trump Administration has tested Washington norms in policy and 
conduct. Among others, trade and foreign policy took turns of the 
established path and the Administration has had its effect on aspects 
of regulation. 

Change is not likely to come in US maritime policy. Early in the Trump 
White House there were signs that the maritime sector not only had the 
attention of White House advisors but that a high-level effort would be 
made to review and maybe propose changes to longstanding policy.

The idea of preparing a new “National Maritime Strategy” was 
conceived during the Obama years. A draft was prepared following a 
stakeholder engagement. Then came the Trump Administration. And 
after three years of multiple drafts, multiple interagency comment 
processes, and review by the President’s Office of Management & 
Budget, the Department of Transportation may be given permission to 
release a document soon…maybe.  

Whatever the title will be, it is not likely to read much like a 
strategy. One of the main reasons: competing views within the White 
House as to what American maritime policy should be. A year or two 
ago, White House policy staff said they would undertake a formal 
policy review, with input from public and private sector stakeholders, 
but that never happened. 

A recent report by the General Accounting Office (GAO) states that 
a maritime policy document may be released in February (around the 
time this is being written and roughly in keeping with a congressionally 
set deadline). I am told not to expect the document will break new 
ground. Those who are looking for an easing of Jones Act rules, the 
creation of an aggressive Marine Highway program, or some other 
development are likely to be disappointed.

Now let’s look at things that have changed or will soon. 
Congress has directed the Army’s Civil Works program and 

the construction of Federal channel system for around 200 years, 
and in recent years it has provided increasing levels of funding for 
the navigation program including $2.7 billion for coastal navigation    

maintenance and improvement projects this year. Until the last 
decade, investments in the channel system was pretty much all that 
the Federal government put into port infrastructure. 

Change came after the attacks of 2001, with the introduction of 
the Port Security Grant program. In the years that followed attitudes 
among port authorities started to change in favor of getting funds to 
improve marine terminals. By the time Congress created the American 
Recovery & Reinvestment Act to inject billions into the faltering 
economy port agencies were glad to be able to compete for grants 
to put in new rail, strengthen wharfs for larger cranes, and install 
new terminal gate systems. Port and intermodal projects were made 
eligible for TIGER grants (now BUILD). 

Then in 2015, Congress put resources into freight infrastructure 
planning and construction through what are now INFRA competitive 
grants. In just 10 years those two programs have provided $1.4 billion 
for terminal, access and intermodal projects, or about 14 percent of 
annual funding. 

Last year, Congress approved funding through an additional grant 
program for port improvements, providing $293 million for FY19 and 
then $225 million for FY20. To cap that off, the President signed 
into law what can be considered a companion bill, creating the Port 
and Intermodal Improvement Program. As Congress prepares the 
appropriations bills for FY21, the test will be whether a third time’s a 
charm and port grants are here stay. 

SKS Skeena, loaded 1 million barrels of fuel oil at Riverhead, Long Island, 
bound for Singapore. Photo by Senior CT State Pilot Captain Charlie Jonas.

 
Member News   CMC Welcomes New Member Bridgeport Boatworks
The Connecticut Maritime Coalition welcomes new member Bridgeport Boatworks. Contact Harry Boardsen, 860-536-9651,  
harry@bridgeportboatworks.com visit Bridgeport Boatworks at: https://bridgeportboatworks.com

https://bridgeportboatworks.com
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Federal and State Pilot Service  
for Long Island Sound and Ports

Interport@Verizon.net

Connecticut State Pilots
Interport Pilots Agency Inc.
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Waterfront/Marine Services
Engineering/Construction Oversight/Condition Surveys        

Environmental/Dredging/Shore Protection/Coastal
Marine/Waterfront Structures | Offshore Renewable Energy | Environmental Management & Permitting  Dredge

Program Design & Permitting  | Marine Terminal Regulatory Services

GZA GeoEnvironmental, Inc.
Engineers/Scientists   25 Offices Nationwide

www.gza.com

For More Information:
Connecticut Massachusetts/Rhode Island     Metro New York

Dan T. Kinard, P.E.       Russell J. Morgan, P.E.           Douglas S. Roy, P.E.
860.858.3114                    401.427.2708                          212.594.8140

P.O. Box 791 New London, CT 06320  
(860) 442-5349  www.thamesshipyard.com

Two Drydocks Available  – Newly Expanded Number 2 Drydock

Tug Service
High-Speed Ferry
Haul-Out & Repair
Certified Steel and Aluminum 
Welding and Fabrication
Diesel Engine Repairs
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Change is also being seen in maritime related trade associations. 
Industry and official Washington rely on professional groups to 
represent the interests of economic sectors and professions. Within 
a year’s time we are seeing the cycling of leadership in some major 
maritime organizations. The National Association of Waterfront 
Employers (NAWE) has a new president in Lauren Brand, formerly 
of the Maritime Administration. The American Association of Port 
Authorities now is headed by Chris Conner, formerly of Wallenius 
Wilhelmsen Logistics. The National Waterways Conference also has 
new leadership, and the longtime head of Waterways Council Inc., 
Michael Toohey, just announced his planned retirement.  

Port and maritime interests have been waiting decades for 
a particular change -- full access to the revenue from the Harbor 
Maintenance Tax on import and domestic cargo.  The receipts pay 
for Federal channel maintenance, but the problem has been that only 
some of it is spent. An estimated $10 billion of unspent revenue 
will be in the Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund account by the end of 
this fiscal year, even as navigation channels are not being kept to 
their design depths. The House has done something about it and 

we await a sign that the Senate will follow suit. Last year, in a major 
victory for US ports, the House approved the Full Utilization of the 
Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund bill (H.R.2440), a bipartisan measure 
championed by Peter DeFazio (OR), chairman of the Transportation & 
Infrastructure Committee.

I will close with another bipartisan bill that is long overdue. The 
House approved the awarding of the Congressional Gold Medal to 
Americans who served on the seas in World War II – the sailors of 
the Merchant Marine. As John Garmendi (CA), principal sponsor of 
the House bill said, “The time has come for our nation to provide a 
well-deserved thank you and honor the remaining Merchant Marine 
Veterans of WWII…”  Yes, indeed.

Paul Bea is a government relations and policy advisor in Washington, 
DC.  He can be found at www.phbpa.com.

Hire Our Returning Veterans: Resources 
Office for Veterans’ Workforce Development (OVWD)
Mr. Terry Brennan, Director (860) 263-6514
http://www.ctdol.state.ct.us/veterans/vetreps.htm

http://uccdive.com/
http://www.cmaconnect.com/
http://www.thames-shipyard.com/
http://www.phbpa.com


    SERVING ALL DEEPWATER PORTS IN THE NORTHEAST                 

                     just add water ! 

                              www.newenglandshipping.com 
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Port Security Services can provide maritime 
focused  security services for your vessel or 
corporate security needs throughout the US. 
Whether security vessels, officers, planning  
or training we stand ready to meet your needs.  
We offer FREE shore leave services in many ports. 

Corporate Headquarters: 
100 Waterfront Street 
New Haven, CT 06512 

Mail: P.O. Box 9166
New Haven, CT 06532

Toll Free: (800) 762-9147
Local: (203) 468-5489
Fax: (203) 468-2670
Email: contact@portsecurity.us
http://portsecurityusa.com

CMC Membership Includes  
Diverse State Maritime Interests
Organized in 2000, the Connecticut Maritime Coalition is a non-profit 
trade association advocating for Connecticut’s Maritime Industry. 

Our members include:

Briarpatch Enterprises, Inc.  
Joseph Gilbert, 203-876-8923, hiddenemp@aol.com

Bridgeport Landing Development LLC.
Stephen Tyliszczak, 203-382-9571, stevet@bldsteelpointe.com

The Bridgeport & Port Jefferson Steamboat Company 
Frederick Hall, 631-473-0286, FHall@McAllisterTowing.com 

Blakeslee Arpaia Chapman, Inc. 
Mike Oswiecimski, 203-627-7118, MikeSki@BAC-INC.com 

Bridgeport Boatworks
Harry Boardsen, 860-536-9651, harry@bridgeportboatworks.com

Cross Sound Ferry Services, Inc.  
Adam Wronowski, 860-625-4824, adam@longislandferry.com  

Connecticut Maritime Association, Inc. 
Donald Frost, 203-406-0106, dbfrost@optonline.net

Connecticut State Pilots  
Capt. Charles Jonas, 516-319-5069, cpjonas@optonline.net 

DRVN Enterprises Inc.
Steve Farrelly, 860-989-8081, drvn39@yahoo.com 

Empire Fisheries, LLC
Joseph Gilbert, 203-876-8923, hiddenemp@aol.com

Gateway Terminal  
Steve Davis, 203-843-6222, sdavis@gatewayt.com  

GZA GeoEnvironmental, Inc. 
Rod Van Deusen, 860-209-9031, rodney.vandeusen@gza.com

New England Shipping Company, Inc.  
David Pohorylo, 203-467-2423, dpohorylo@newenglandshipping.com 

New Haven Port Authority  
Mag Targove, 203-410-8502, mtargove@newhavenct.net 

New Haven Terminal  
Michael Vasaturo, 203-468-0805, vpusec@aol.com  

Port Security Services  
Ralph Gogliettino, 800-762-9147, Ralph@portsecurity.us 

RACE Coastal Engineering  
Devin Santa 203.337.0663 devin@racecoastal.com

Santa Energy Corporation 
Thomas Santa, 203-362-3332, SantaT@santaenergy.com

Sea Support, Inc.  
Ralph Gogliettino, 203-467-1590, Ralph@seasupport.biz

Thames Towboat Co.
Richard MacMurray, 860-443-7394, rich@longislandferry.com

Thames Shipyard & Repair Co.
Stan Mickus, 860-460-8437, stanmickus@longislandferry.com 

Underwater Construction Corporation  
James Keeling, 757-714-9619, jkeeling@uccdive.com
 

http://www.newenglandshipping.com
http://portsecurityusa.com/
https://www.goblockisland.com/
mailto:pmcdermott@uccdive.com


The CMC, a non-profit trade association, primarily composed of small and 
mid-sized businesses, facilitates the competitiveness of Connecticut’s 
maritime industries. To join the CMC or to advertise in Deep Water Port 
notes, contact: William Gash, Executive Director, P.O. Box 188, Stonington, 
CT 06378, 860-941-0044, Fax 888-436-5413, ctmaritime@msn.com   

visit www.ctmaritime.com
DWPN is published quarterly by the Connecticut Maritime Coalition, Inc.  Design by Casey Gash

Connecticut Maritime Coalition

MARINE BUNKERING
Vessel fueling throughout New England

All fuel grades:  ULSD, MDO, MGO, IFO, Bunker “C”
U.S.C.G Certified

800-739-1852
SantaBuckley.com

Connecticut  
Maritime Coalition

P.O. Box 188, Stonington, CT 06378  
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Advocating for Connecticut’s Maritime Industry

In this issue:   Maritime Matters in Washington

Avoid The Highway Hassles!

(860)443-5281  www.longislandferry.com
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Year-round service between Orient Point, Long Island and 
New London, CT. Vehicle, passenger and high-speed service.   
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Chemical & Petroleum Storage Services 
Specializing in Marine Cargo Handling

Line Handling • Launch Service/Stores Delivery
Spill Boom Containment Services

Marine Oil Spill Clean Up Services • Stevedoring Services
Ship/Marine Chandlery Supply Services 

203-467-1590 
Mr. Ralph Gogliettino   Ralph@seasupport.biz

_______________________________________________________________ 

http://www.santabuckley.com
https://www.longislandferry.com/
http://www.ctportauthority.com
http://www.nhterminal.com/
http://portsecurityusa.com

